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Carolina in Columbia. • 
MARRIAGES: Jessica 
Kristen Brown (M.A.) and 
Kenneth James Shorter, 
December 1 3 .  They live in 
Greenville. She teaches at 
Abundant Life Christian School 
and he is a youth pastor at Wren 
Baptist Church. • Stuart 
Connel l  and Jennifer Baxter, 
November 22. They live in 
Dallas, Texas. • Wayne 
Grantham and Sally Payne, 
November 1 5 .  They live in 
Florence, S.C. • Katelyn Mary 
Murp hy and Jess Lawrence, 
December 20. They live in 
Athens, Ga. • Bradley Edward 
Phi l l i ps and Jenny Suzanne 
Webb, August 2. They live in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Bradley is 
employed with Ortho-McNeil 
Phatmaceuticals and Jenny with 
the West Clermont School 
District. • BIRTH: Wally and 
Emily Steinweg Heritage, a son, 
James Kenneth, November 29, 
Durham, N.C. 
02 
Next reunion in 2007 
Jonathan Ewing has graduated 
from U.S. Army flight school 
at Fort Rucker, Ala., and is 
assigned to duty in Hawaii. 
• Kristin lawton works at 
Strat@comm, a public relations/ 
public affairs firm in Washing­
ton, D.C. • Nash Molpus is 
enrolled in the graduate program 
in Southern Studies at the Uni­
versity of Mississippi. She has 
been working as an intern at the 
William Winter Institute for 
Racial Reconciliation. • 
Jennifer Wil l is  has earned her 
Master of Arts degree in Latin 
American studies from George­
town University in Washington, 
D.C . • MARRIAGES: Allison 
Bai ley and Christopher Odom, 
December 20. They live in 
Hartsville, S.C. • lauren 
Westmoreland Heath and 
William Wesley Bryant, January 
3. They live in Greenville where 
he is employed as contracts 
manager at Onsite Companies. 
She is a graduate student in the 
School of Social Work at the 
University of South Carolina. 
Golden Apple Michigan students honor Lassiter's classroom talent 
Matt Lassiter is just 33 years old and has been 
a college professor for only six years, but he has 
already del ivered his ideal last lecture. 
No, the University of Michigan history profes­
sor and 1 992 Furman graduate didn't suddenly 
decide to hang up his robe and mortarboard and 
move on to something else. In fact, he was 
perfectly happy to present his last lecture ­
because on December 5, h is name was added 
to a distinguished l ist of Michigan professors who 
have received the Golden Apple Award. 
Presented by Students Honoring Outstanding 
University Teaching (SHOUT), the award goes 
to professors who, according to the SHOUT Web 
site, "consistently teach each lecture as if it were 
their last, and strive not only to disseminate 
knowledge but to inspire and engage students 
in its pursuit." This year, more than 600 professors 
were nominated for the award. The Michigan 
Daily reported that students who nominated 
Lassiter praised his creativity in the classroom, 
his l ively, straightforward lectures, his accessibil ity 
and his inclusiveness. 
Besides receiving a monetary gift, Golden 
Apple winners are also asked to develop and 
deliver their "ideal last lecture." Lassiter did so 
on January 28 when, as the Daily reported, more 
than 400 people attended his talk on "Alienation, 
Apathy, and Activism: American Cu lture and the 
Depoliticization of Youth." (To read the lecture, 
visit www-personal .umich.edu/-mlassite/apple 
lecture.html. 
Lassiter's primary field is 20th-century 
America, with a focus on suburban/urban, political 
and social history. "These are areas in which 
students are already somewhat fluent and very 
interested," he says. "To make them disinterested, 
you almost have to actively be bad." 
Sti l l ,  when you're teaching in  a large lecture 
hall with anywhere from 1 50 to 300 students, you 
have to find ways to keep their attention. Lassiter 
does so with enthusiastic classroom presentations, 
weaving multimedia elements and references to 
pop culture throughout his lectures. 
As he says, "With so many students, some­
times it's easy for them to think that they're just 
numbers. I do what I can to send them a different 
message" - and to be the kind of professor, 
he says, that he was inspired by at Furman. 
Although he recites a lengthy list of influential 
Furman faculty, he has especially high praise for 
history professor Marian Strobel and philosophy 
professor James Edwards. Under Strobel, he 
developed his interest in  Cold War America and 
domestic history, while a course with Edwards 
Matt Lassiter '92 did his graduate work 
at the University of Virginia. 
i n  phi losophy of religion almost converted him 
into a philosophy major - unti l  the professor 
suggested that history was the best fit for h im .  
The two professors' recollections of  their 
former student suggest that the seeds of a Golden 
Apple teacher were planted long ago. Strobel 
says that Lassiter was one of an extremely capable 
group of students who raised the tone of discourse 
in their senior seminar to a remarkably high level 
- "not in an arrogant way," she says, "but in 
a way that made everyone want to participate 
and contribute." 
She says, "Matt saw relationships between 
events and could put things in context in a way 
that you don't often see among undergraduates. 
He was rather laid back, but you knew he was 
taking everything in ,  and he had the knack in 
discussions of saying something that was 
absolutely bri l l iant and right on target." 
While echoing Strobel's comments, Edwards 
adds that Lassiter had "a sort of glow that was 
both intel lectual and ethical. You could tell from 
the moment you met him that he was a person 
of uncommon depth and decency. He always 
made me feel good to be around h im."  
No doubt that's one of the reasons University 
of M ichigan students also hold Matt Lassiter in 
such high esteem. 
- Jim Stewart 
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